
Welcome to Mae Hong Son



Poi Sang long Procession
Celebration of novice ordination ceremony of Thai Yai people is 
regarded as a highly meritous occasion. Traditionally, the 
candidate-novice, his head is cleanly and wrapped with head-
cloth in the Burmese style, will don a prince-like garement and 
put on valuable ornaments, while riding a horse or being carried 
over the shoulder of a man to the shrine. Then he will visit abbots 
of various Wat to beg for forgiveness. On the ordination eve, a 
procession of offerings will be paraded through the where the 
ordination takes place the following day. It is usually held during 
March-April.

Day Tripping

Wat Phra That Doi Kong Mu 
Wat Phra That Doi Kong Mu located on a hill to the west of town, 
is a major provincial landmark. There are two Burmese-style 
Chedis. The larger one was built in 1860 while the smaller one 
was erected in 1874. A panoramic view of Mae Hong Son can be 
enjoyed from the site. This hilltop temple was built by the first 
Mae Hong Sorn king, Phraya Singhanatracha, in the mid 19th 
century. Set at an altitude of 1,500m on Doi Kong Mu it offers a 
wonderful view of the city and the encompassing mountains and 
valleys. 

Jong Kham and Jong Klang Temples
Jong Kham and Jong Klang temples are situated on Jong Kham 
Lake and are the oldest temples in Mae Hong Son. There are 
interesting examples of ancient art inside, such as the collection 
of Burmese style wooden carved dolls, the Burmese style glass 
paintings and the Mon style cement chedis. The temple and the 
lake makes a great photograph spot for visitors.

Jong Kham Lake
In ancient times this lake was a natural water source in the 
center of the town. Later it was improved, decorated, and made 
into a public park. Surrounding the lake are Jong Khum and Jong 
Klang temples, and the overall effect creates a beautiful setting 
and atmosphere for people to enjoy.

Hua Wieng Temple
The Buddha statue in Hua Wieng temple was brought from 
Burma and is designed in the Mandalay style. It is a fine 
example of Burmese art and is held to be the most important 
Buddha statue in Mae Hong Son.

Wat Phra Non 
At the foot of the windy road that leads to Wat Phra That Doi 
Kong Mu is another temple called Wat Phra Non, the first to be 
built in the city. It contains a huge Burmese style reclining 
Buddha. The ashes of the Mae Hong Son's kings are housed in 
the temple, which has two giant stone lions standing guard at 
the base of the staircase.

Wat Phra That
Doi Kong Mu 
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Wat Phra That Doi Kong Mu

Wat Phra Non



Fish Cave
The Fish Cave is located near the village of Huay Pha, at the foot 
of the mountains. At the mouth of the cave natural springs from 
beneath the mountain create a pool in which many large fish 
live. There are many different kinds of trees and plants around 
the cave in the area of the national park and a small river with 
such clear water that you can see the sand at the bottom. The 
cool air and natural setting make it a perfect place to discover 
the wonders of nature, such as the tiny snails and the wide 
variety of ferns.

Pha Sua Waterfall 
Pha Sua Waterfall is in Tambon Mo Champae about 17 
kilometres from the provincial seat on Route 1095 to Pai district 
with a left turn at Ban Rak Thai village. The waterfall is 20 km 
further from the village. It is a large fall with its water source in 
Myanmar. Pha Sua runs full during the late rainy season (August-
September).

Pha Bong Hot Springs
Pha Bong hot springs, located in a national park area with lots of 
local food for sale. There are baths for those who want to soak in 
the water and benefit from all the natural minerals.

Caves of Tham Lod
It is a large limestone cave with a wide stream running through it, 
located 8 km north of Soppong. It is one of the longest caves in 
Southeast Asia. You can book a tour at Mae Hong Son at most of 
the tour operators.

Soppong
Soppong is a small traditional market village situated on a small 
river, about 75 km from Mae Hong Son. Residents are mostly 
Shan and hill tribe, with few tourists populating the village, as 
has become the case with nearby Pai. It is a popular stop for day 
trippers from the provincial capital, and has become known as a 
"wilderness adventure centre". Besides the shopping 
experience, you can also explore the hill tribe villages on foot, 
the many caves in the area. There is also an opportunity to do 
some bird-watching and experience some very lush, native 
jungle.
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Phu Khlon Health Treatment 
Natural black mud which has skin care and therapeutic benefits 
has been discovered.  Now the area is developed to be a spa 
resort. Locate on Mae Hong Son to Pai.

Longneck Tribe
There are approximately 300,000 Karen in Thailand, making 
them by far the most populous minority group in the country. The 
Karen inhabits many areas of western and northern Thailand, 
and can be divided into several sub-groups.

Ban Rak Thai 
Located near the Thai-Myanmar border, visitors can see how the 
tea is grown and harvested and taste some delicious U-long tea. 
The annual Tea Tasting Festival is held at Ban Rak Thai in 
February. Founded by Kuomintang Chinese soldiers, the village 
is famous for its breathtaking views and tea cultivation.

Bua Tong Blossom field




